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Why We’re Doing a CBA
(1)  Congressional Request:

 
(2)  SecDef Direction:

 

(3)  2009 National 
Defense Authorization
Act:

“The Congressional Rotorcraft 
Caucus is concerned about the 

lack of a strategic plan for 
improving the state of vertical lift 

aircraft in the United States.”
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 “Sec. 255.  Capabilities Based 
Assessment.  The SecDef… shall 

carry out a CBA that outlines a 
joint approach of the future 

development of vertical lift aircraft 
for all the military services.”

““I have directed the Joint 
Advanced Concepts 

    Directorate…to lead the 
development of a CBA”

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/50/US_Congressional_Seal.svg/600px-US_Congressional_Seal.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:US_Congressional_Seal.svg&h=600&w=600&sz=304&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=gMGYsXu6rWbPrM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3DCongressional%2BSeal%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4GGLR_enUS224US224%26sa%3DG
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://groovygreen.com/groove/wp-content/uploads/2007/12/seal-presidential-color.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.groovygreen.com/groove/%3Fm%3D200712%26paged%3D2&h=355&w=353&sz=26&tbnid=sqkMBuevu7AJ::&tbnh=121&tbnw=120&prev=/images%3Fq%3DPresidential%2Bseal&usg=___2gmKA4DDzSu1VHGV6Ss2GlwVfo=&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&cd=1
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SecDef Direction
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Current Ops Highlight Capability Shortfalls

OIF/OEF Aircraft Losses :  Helo to TACAIR 19 : 1

Overall numbers show helos to be 
lost at a far greater rate per sortie 

than our Vietnam experience 
R/W mishaps have increased 215% 

since the beginning of GWOT
Defense Science Board 2007

> 371 Americans
> 215 Helicopters

Helos in OIF/OEF
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Vertical Lift Realities that CBA Must Deal With

• We must change approach if US Vertical Lift DoD / 
Industry Team are to advance the state of the art

• Must recognize the realities of the acquisition time 
necessary to develop new capabilities

• Must reduce program risk to better provide needed 
capabilities to the Warfighter
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FVL CBA & Rotorcraft Survivability Study 
Timelines

• CBA will leverage all relevant previous and ongoing efforts.  
• Key among them are these TRADOC efforts:

• Current Army Capabilities Based Assessment 
• Aviation Operations Concept Capability Plan 
• Global Deployment Assessment 
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Today

Study on Rotorcraft Survivability is a key Supporting Effort in the development of FVL CBA
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A Successful Previous Effort - JAST
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•  The Joint Advanced Strike Technology (JAST) Program emerged from the 
  
    realization that the US DOD could no longer afford to procure Major 
    Weapon Systems the way they had for the previous 30+ years.

•  Leveraging the lessons learned from JAST to JSF,  the FVL CBA, 
   Strategic Plan and S&T Plan intend to outline a joint approach of the : 
   future development of vertical lift aircraft for all the military services.
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Questions
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